ROSS et al 

Appl. No. 09/581,286 

August 24, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration of tliis application is requested. Claims 35, 37 and 41-43 are in 
the case. 

I. THE INTERVIEW 

This will acknowledge the interview conducted with the Examiner (Mr. Borin) on 
May 4, 2005, during which the outstanding rejection was discussed. The Examiner's 
position is that the specification allegedly fails to provide an enabling disclosure with 
respect to amino acid sequences having at least 95% identity with SEQ ID NO:424. It is 
applicants' position that the specification does provide such an enabling disclosure. No 
agreement was reached during the interview. 

II. THE 35 U.S.C. §112. FIRST PARAGRAPH. REJECTION 

Claims 35, 42 and 43 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, on 
alleged lack of enablement grounds. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

As evidence of enablement, attached are copies of sequences from P gingivalis 
strains W83 (Accession No. AAQ65420) and W50 (Accession No. CAA1 0226.1). These 
sequences differ from SEQ ID NO:424 by a single amino acid at position 1 99 which is D 
in W83 and A in W50 and, therefore, represent enabled sequences having at least 95% 
identity to SEQ ID NO:424. P gingivalis strain W50 is disclosed in the specification at 
page 16, lines 27-30. Furthermore, the specification provides a discussion of allelic 
variants at page 13. The claim to a sequence having a sequence identity at least 95% 
to SEQ ID NO:424 is clearly intended to cover strain variation within the organism. 
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In light of the above, it is clear that the specification does provide an enabling 
disclosure with respect to sequences having at least 95% identity to SEQ ID No:424. 
Withdrawal of the outstanding 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, rejection is accordingly 
respectfully requested. 

II. ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

It is noted with appreciation that claims 37 and 41 are allowable. With the 
arguments presented above, it is believed that all of the claims in this case are now in 
allowable condition. Early notice to that effect is awaited. 

Favorable action on this application is respectfully requested. 



LCM:lfm ^ 
1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 

Attachments: Copies of sequences from P gingivalis strains W83 (Accession No. 
AAQ65420) and W50 (Accession No. CAA1 0226.1). 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.O. 
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